


Item No. 2

At a meeting of the Dene Valley Parish Council held at the Dene Valley Community Partnership One Stop Shop, High Street, Eldon Lane on Monday 2 October 2023 at 6.30 p.m.

Present:

Councillor K Beal in the Chair

Councillors T Bird, I Bourne, J Moore, J Nicholson and R Simm.

County Councillor S Quinn

Clerk	Ian Croft


1.	Apologies for Absence

	An apology for absence was received from Councillor J Clark.


2.	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4 September 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.


3.	Matters arising

Councillor Bourne reported that fires were still being set where the seat was set on fire some weeks ago.  Councillor Simm reported that the Parish Council was waiting to get prices for two metal seats to replace the one which was burned and the one opposite the One Stop Shop.  The Clerk reported that he would approach Durham County Council to ask whether they would be able to provide and install two metal seats.  Councillor Beal added that the two seats at Auckland Park were rarely used.

Members discussed recent anti-social behaviour in the area.  Councillor Nicholson informed the meeting that the area had been put into special measures by the police although what special measures meant was not known.  This would be asked at the next PACT meeting.

Councillor Bird reported that the last three PACT meetings had been disturbed by young people as had the last four services at the chapel.  There was a need for the CCTV camera to be located further along the street.

Councillor Simm reported that he had met with local residents regarding the proposed Coundon Grange Community Park following a mailshot to approximately 100 homes in the area.  The feedback received was that the proposed project should not proceed until the issues of anti-social behaviour in the area had been addressed.  While this was disappointing, the views of local people should be listened to.  The Council agreed that for the time being this project should not proceed.

Councillor Simm reported that he had met with local residents regarding Coronation Park who had fed back that they would like a swing installing for children with disabilities as well as equipment for older children and football facilities.  Councillor Simm informed the meeting that he had requested a quote for extending the park area for a disabled swing together with access and two seats, railings, target boards and ‘basketball’ target.  A quote for the replacement of equipment at Randolph Street had also been requested.  The Clerk reported that he was to have a meeting with Paul Hebron from Durham County Council on Wednesday regarding the Randolph Street Business Plan.


4.	Police Update

A police update was circulated together with an update following the last PACT meeting (for copy see file of Minutes).


5.	Play Areas

There were no issues to report regarding Play Areas.


6.	Planning Issues

Due to the absence of Councillor Clark there was no planning update available.


7.	Footpaths

Councillor Moore reported that the bottom style at Rosemount was rotten.

Councillor Simm reported that Footpaths 42, 50 and 106 were overgrown and had been cultivated.  He had contacted the County Council about this.
Councillor Nicolson reported that the same landowner had cows in the field at the top of Footpath 50 and Councillor Simm reported that may ramblers did not now use the Footpaths because of problems encountered.

Councillor Beal referred to a previous issue regarding the wooded area at Auckland Park for which the Parish Council wished to surrender the lease.  The Clerk reported that it appeared no progress had been made on this issue and undertook to chase it up with the County Council.


8.	Allotments

Councillors Moore and Bourne reported no issue with allotments.

Councillor Beal reported problems with two allotment sites at Grange Avenue and asked the Clerk to request these be tidied up giving the tenants two weeks to address the situation.


9	Finance Update

The Clerk provided the meeting with details of income and expenditure for the since the last meeting.  The Chairman agreed the balances and signed the accounts and bank statements.


10.	Any other business

Councillor Beal provided the Clerk with a letter to formalise an agreement for the use of a hardstanding area at Grange Avenue Allotment Site.

Councillor Simm informed the meeting he had contacted Stephen Reed at the County Council who had confirmed there was no other s1106 money available for the area other than the £70,000 already identified. There was a need to identify other projects going forward other than Coronation and Randolph Street.

Councillor Nicholson suggested that the area needed a community hall and Councillor Quinn suggested a Community Officer.

Councillor Simm informed the meeting that he had met with Highways representatives and as a result the following had been undertaken:
· Traffic calming measures up to Gurney Valley
· White lines had been painted in Douglas Crescent
· There had been traffic data collection at Gurney Valley
· Lines had been painted at Coronation

Councillor Simm informed the meeting that it had been confirmed the construction traffic for the Auckland Park development should use the agreed link road through the estate which would result in a reduction of traffic through Douglas Crescent.


The meeting finished at 8.05 p.m.  Next meeting Monday 6 November 2023 at 6.30 p.m.



Signed ……………………………………
Chairman of the meeting held on 6 November 2023



