


Item No. 2

At a meeting of the Dene Valley Parish Council held at the Dene Valley Community Partnership One Stop Shop, High Street, Eldon Lane on Tuesday 9 May 2023 at 6.40 p.m.

Present:

Councillor K Beal in the Chair

Councillors T Bird, I Bourne, J Clark, J Moore, and J Nicholson

Clerk	Ian Croft


1.	Apologies for Absence

	An apology for absence was received from Councillor R Simm.


2.	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19 April 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.


3.	Matters arising

Councillor Moore referred raised the issue of the dangerous road at Coronation which needed at the very least the white line reinstating and traffic calming to slow vehicles.  Councillor Bird suggested that a speedwatch be organised in Coronation to assess the problem of the speed of vehicles which could then be used as evidence of the problem.

Councillor Nicholson referred to the Town and Villages funding which the Parish Council had previously greed to commit to and stressed that ta timeline was now needed for the installation of cameras which was a priority for the area.  The Council agreed that cameras were a priority and suggested that the proposed boarding/frontages may not be suitable for the area.  Councillor Nicholson agreed that aesthetics were not a priority, community safety was.  There would be a need for more cameras and for the location of these to be moved within the Parish area.  Councillor Nicholson added that a year had passe since the police had undertaken to place signage on lampposts to warn of the use of cameras in the area and nothing had transpired as yet.    Councillor Bourne added that the proposed warning signs about the seizing of quad bikes had also not been placed.  The priority for the area was to keep the bus routes open ad Councillor Nicholson informed the meeting she would raise this at the BASH AAP meeting.


4.	Police Update

Councillor Bord provided the following update:
· An escalation of incidents of people grabbing cards out of pedestrian’s hands on Spencer Street
· A pile of timber on Wesley Street which was dry and a potential fire hazard
· The pushing over of brick walls to the rear of Johnson Street
· A recent walkabout had shown houses to be open and which were being vandalised

Councillor Nicholson informed the meeting that the Parish Council was not being told when walkabouts were taking place.  Any issues with empty or private tenanted properties should be reported to Durham County Council.

Councillor Bird reported that currently there were no Neighbourhood Wardens for the area adding that two were currently being trained.

Councillor Nicholson asked that Councillor Bird email Kate to request a summary of issues captured on the walkabout and what actiowas being taken on these.  


5.	Play Areas

Councillor Bird informed the meeting that Community Workers were to visit Auckland Park on 14 May to carry out grass cutting.

Councillor Moore had no issues to raise about play areas.  Councillor Nicholson reported that Councillor Simm had written to the County Council about Coronation to find out whether Planning Permission would be needed.

The Clerk reported that the annual safety inspection reports had been produced by Wicksteed and these would be available for the next meeting.


6.	Planning Issues

Councillor Clark circulated a list of planning applications either within the Parish Council or bordering the Parish Council which had been received or determined since the last meeting (for copy see file of minutes).


7.	Footpaths

Councillor Moore reported no issues with footpaths.

Councillor Nicholson reported that she would be monitoring the footpath from Gurney Valley School to Westgarth’s farm.  Every year cows and calves were placed in the field where the footpath was and no warning signs were erected.

Councillor Beal reported an issue of overhanging hedges on the footpath from Gurney Valley to Close House.


8.	Allotments

Councillor Moore reported that the clearance work approved by the Parish Council at the Association Allotments had taken place and these were now in a very tidy condition.


9.	General Correspondence

The Clerk informed the meeting that he had fed back to the County Council that the Parish Council was willing to pay the legal fees of Natural England regarding the transfer of Randolph Street Play Area if the County Council waived their legal fees.


10	Finance Update

The Clerk provided the meeting with details of income and expenditure for the since the last meeting.  The Chairman agreed the balances and signed the accounts and bank statements.

The Clerk reported the possible existence of a bank account held by the Parish Council at HSBC and undertook to carry out further investigation of this by writing to the bank.

It was agreed that Councillor Moore be added as a signatory to the Parish Council bank account.


11.	Any other business

Councillor Nicholson raised the issue of portable toilets not being provided on Temporary Stop Over Sites or the GRT Community which given that Gurney Valley site was a TSOS which operated for an extended season was not acceptable.  This was a situation which was unacceptable for both the GRT Community and the local community.


The meeting finished at 7.50 p.m.  Next meeting Monday 12 June 2023 at 6.30 p.m.


Signed …………………………………….
Chairman of the meeting held on 12 June 2023



