


Item No. 2

At a meeting of the Dene Valley Parish Council held at the Dene Valley Community Partnership One Stop Shop, High Street, Eldon Lane on Monday 12 June 2023 at 6.30 p.m.

Present:

Councillor K Beal in the Chair

Councillors I Bourne, J Clark, J Moore and J Nicholson

Clerk	Ian Croft


1.	Apologies for Absence

	Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T Bird and R Simm.


2.	Minutes

The Minutes of the meetings held on 9 May 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Councillor Clark referred to the minutes from the AGM held on 9 May and informed the meeting these should show her as being elected as Vic-Chair rather than Chair.


3.	Matters arising

Councillor Moore informed the meeting that he had still received no feedback from highways regarding the dangerous road at Coronation, adding that there had been another accident at this location some two weeks ago.  Councillor Beal agreed that a site visit was needed and that lines were needed to take vans away from parking on the corner.  Councillor Moore added that the white line down the road also needed reinstating.  

Councillor Nicolson reported that she had requested a site visit for both Coronation and Close House and was waiting to hear from Mark Jackson at the County Council who was currently on holiday.

Councillor Nicholson reported that the local County Councillors had been invited to attend the meeting to discuss funding from their Neighbourhood Funding Budgets but due to clashes with other meetings were unable to attend.  Councillor Nicholson suggested that future Parish Council meetings take place on the first Monday of each month, apart from August and January, to prevent such clashes.  The Council agreed to move Parish meetings too the first Monday of the month going forward.

The Clerk circulated a copy of a letter he had sent to HSBC Bank regarding the queried account and reported that he had not yet received a response.


4.	Police Update

Councillor Nicholson reported that she had stressed to Stephane Stoddart the need to chase up for CCTV cameras.

Councillor Nicholson also reported that quad bikes were gaining access to the former Eldon Brickworks site through Blackie Woods.

Referring to the Temporary Stop Over Site, Councillor Nicholson provided the following update:
· There were 15 currently on site which had a capacity of 10;
· There were three portaloos on site;
· The site was not being monitored by wardens;
· This was not a TSOS it was a seasonal site and as such should have facilities such as water and toilets;
· There was no public/residential consultation on the use of the site for a period of six months;
· The provision of the site should not be at the cost of the local community;
· Other councils had temporary site provision on their permanent sites which then had the advantage of being self-governed.


5.	Play Areas

The annual safety inspection reports produced by Wicksteed were circulated to Members.

Two areas of concern raised were the condition of the matting at Auckland Park Play Area and the roundabout at Riverside Play Area.  The Council agreed that Durham County Council be approached to find out whether they could carry out remedial works and the costs associated with such works.

Councillor Nicholson reported that Councillor Simm had been told it would be a matter of weeks before Durham County Council would get back to him regarding the Coronation Play Area.


6.	Planning Issues

Councillor Clark circulated a list of planning applications either within the Parish Council or bordering the Parish Council which had been received or determined since the last meeting (for copy see file of minutes).


7.	Footpaths

Councillor Moore reported that the path from Atherton Terrace to Coronation was in a good condition.

Councillor Nicholson reported nettles on the path from Prince Bishops School to Bridge Place and requested that these be cut back.


8.	Allotments

Councillor Beal reported that a charity had expressed an interest in taking a plot at the Coronation Association allotment site.  It had been agreed that there would be no rental charge for this because of the charitable status.  The Council was waiting for the Association to provide further information on this.


9.	General Correspondence

There was no general correspondence to report.


10	Finance Update

The Clerk provided the meeting with details of income and expenditure for the since the last meeting.  The Chairman agreed the balances and signed the accounts and bank statements.


11.	Any other business

Councillor Nicholson informed the meeting of the ECO4 scheme which was designed to help provided grants to fund energy-efficient upgrades to homes reducing emissions, electricity and energy bills.  These grants pay for new heating systems like boilers, loft or cavity wall installation and other measures designed primarily to increase energy efficiency and reduce fuel poverty and energy costs.  She informed the meeting that the scheme would give scope to regenerate the area and make housing more affordable.  The aim was to get information about the scheme to all houses in the Parish Council area.

Councillor Nicholson reported tipping in the yard at 9 Johnson Street which needed to be reported to the County Council.

Councillor Nicholson informed the meeting she had visited the martial arts class but the organisation did not yet have charity or trust status and could not be funded by the AAP because it was currently a business.


The meeting finished at 8.20 p.m.  Next meeting Monday 3 July 2023 at 6.30 p.m.





