


Item No. 2

At a meeting of the Dene Valley Parish Council held at the Dene Valley Community Partnership One Stop Shop, High Street, Eldon Lane on Monday 4 September 2023 at 6.30 p.m.

Present:

Councillor J Clark in the Chair

Councillors I Bourne, J Moore and R Simm.

Clerk	Ian Croft


1.	Apologies for Absence

	Apologies fir absence were received from Councillors K Beal, T Bird and J Nicholson.


2.	Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 3 July 2023 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.


3.	Matters arising

Local residents from Coronation were in attendance to raise the issue of recent incidents of anti-social behaviour, particularly on the David Terrace area

Councillor Simm suggested that the residents report all such incidents to the police and also raise the issue with the Neighbourhood Wardens.

Councillor Clark reported that no feedback had been received from local residents on the play equipment they would like to be installed at the Coronation Play Area.  Councillor Simm added that before any equipment could be installed by the Parish Council, approval would need to be granted by Durham County Council.  He added that he would be happy to do a mailshot to households in the Coronation and Coundon Grange areas to get feedback on what they wanted.  He would also be pleased to meet on site with local residents to discuss what they wanted.

Referring to traffic issues in the Coronation area Councillor Simm informed the meeting that he and Councillor Nicholson had taken part in a walkabout around various areas and had been informed that the budget for traffic calming measures was limited.  However, he had been informed that the County Council would be looking to reinstate the white line road markings in the area and also install double yellow lines on the corner at Coronation.

Councillor Simm informed the meeting that he had received feedback from Councillor Nicholson on the food and fun activities which had been funded by the Parish Council and these had gone well.


4.	Police Update

A police update was circulated together with an update folling the last PACT meeting (for copy see file of Minutes).

The meeting was informed that the CCTV camera had now been mounted on a lamp post and Councillors undertook a brief site visit to view its location.  Members considered that the camera may be better installed along the other end of the road it was on.


5.	Play Areas

Councillor Moore informed the meeting that there were no issues with play areas and that the goal posts at Rosemount had been painted.

The Clerk reported that he had returned the completed Business Plan for the Randolph Street Play Area to the county Council and was awaiting an update.


6.	Planning Issues

Councillor Clark circulated a list of planning applications either within the Parish Council or bordering the Parish Council which had been received or determined since the last meeting (for copy see file of minutes).


7.	Footpaths

Councillor Moore reported there were no issues with footpaths.

Councillor Simm reported that Footpath 106 had been cleared but issues remained with crops on Footpaths 41 and 50.

Councillor Simm reported that he was in email correspondence with the County Council regarding the routes used by construction traffic accessing the Auckland Park construction site.


8.	Allotments

Councillor Moore reported no issue with allotments and Councillor Bourne reported no issues with the Close House allotment site.


9	Finance Update

The Clerk provided the meeting with details of income and expenditure for the since the last meeting.  The Chairman agreed the balances and signed the accounts and bank statements.


10.	Any other business

The clerk referred to the seat which had recently been damaged by fire.  The meeting was of the view that it should be replaced with a metal seat and also considered that the seat which had been located outside of the One Stop Shop but which was damaged a while ago should also be reinstated with a metal seat.  Councillor Simm undertook to obtain prices for replacement seats.

Councillor Clark referred to the room hire charge for Parish Council meetings.  The Clerk replied that the invoice for 2023/24 had not yet been received from the Dene Valley Community Partnership and undertook to chase this up.  

Councillor Simm referred to the proposed Coronation and Coundon Grange Community Park and undertook to send a mailshot to residents.  Councillor Simm would construct a letter and send to Councillors for approval.  The meeting agreed to meet costs for the lease.

The meeting finished at 8.00 p.m.  Next meeting Monday 2 October 2023 at 6.30 p.m.





